Incidence of Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Chlamydia trachomatis, and viral infections in pneumonia cases under six months of age, Bangkok, Thailand.
The incidence of infections by Mycoplasma pneumoniae, Chlamydia trachomatis and respiratory viruses was investigated in 76 pneumonic patients aged under 6 months who attended Ramathibodi and Siriraj Hospitals in Bangkok during two study periods. M. pneumoniae infection was not found in any case from either hospital by serological diagnosis. By the isolation method, C. trachomatis infection was found in 7(16.7%) of 42 patients from Ramathibodi Hospital and 5(21.7%) of 23 patients from Siriraj Hospital with the average male:female ratio of 2.6:1; and 91.7% of the infected cases were under 3 months old. Laboratory diagnosis of respiratory virus infection was performed by indirect immunofluorescence (IIF), isolation, and by antibody detection. Data from Ramathibodi Hospital showed that 11 (24.4%), 4 (8.9%), 3 (6.7%) of the 45 patients were infected by respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), adenoviruses, parainfluenza virus type 3, and some other viruses, respectively; infection rates of 10 (32.3%), 4 (12.9%), 1 (3.2%) and 1 (3.2%) by those viruses respectively, were observed in the 31 patients from Siriraj Hospital.